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2015 AGM FEEDBACK 
The GSFPA would like to say thank you to everyone who 
helped make this year’s Annual General Meeting a success.   
We were pleased with the fruitful outcome as we discussed 
fees and rates for 2016, changes to the constitution, updates 
to the business plan and the official introduction of the 
strategic plan.  Members are encouraged to download the 
documents from the GSFPA website and familiarise 
themselves with them.   

With the last 3 years having flown by, it was time to elect 
office bearers.  All current bearers were happy to stand for re-
election which was unanimously supported.  An additional 
member, Mr Ian Henderson, was also elected and welcomed 
onto the Executive Committee. 
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Season Launch  

Friday the 5th of June saw the 
official Working on Fire & 
Eastern Cape Umbrella FPA 
fire season launch during 
which spectators were treated 
with a display from the 
Working on Fire Ground Teams 
Choir and an Areal Operations 
demonstration.  

2015 Fires 

Being very early in the season 
the GSFPA have had very few 
unplanned fires.  The most 
notable of which was a threat 
to AFC plantation and 
provided the Bomber and 
Spotter with their first 1,5 
hours of flight time for the 
2015 winter season.   Thanks to 
the quick response of 
landowners and the relatively 
green conditions, all fires were 
dealt with swiftly. 

Preparation is Key 

We cannot stress enough the 
importance of effective 
preparation.  Preparation is not 
a simple box tick.  Each of us 
have at some point said to 
ourselves, “I will never be 
caught unprepared again,” and 
it’s easy forget this promise 
after a few light seasons. 
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The Frost Sets In
With the arrival of the first frosts in many areas of the 
GSFPA, the fire season finds itself officially underway.  This 
also marks the end of the window period to burn heavy 
materials such as slash.  This period officially closed on the 
31st of May.  

Currently we are in a fire belt season which will provisionally 
continue until the end of July.  This may seem like a 
substantial amount of time, but it is important to remember 
that we are often caught having done too little too late.  All 
landowners can recall suffering loses due to a lack of 
preparedness.

It’s Not All Smoke and Tears 
The GSFPA team is excited to welcome the Working on Fire 
pilots who have inevitably arrived with the fire season.  

The spotter will be piloted by Barend Brand (left) who has 
taken a liking to us and decided to return to the Amathole 
Mountains for his second season.  The Bomber will be 
captained by Trompie Nell (middle) who, having been a 
fighter pilot, is more than capable of cooling down a heated 
situation and lastly Mike Bothma (right), who has become 
quite the local after returning for his 5th season, will fly the 
Huey Helicopter.
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Meet the Team:                     
Sarita Botha 

Little is known about the 
accounts department, except that 
when the numbers speak; 
everyone listens.     

• Full Name:  Sarita Ilse Botha 

• Age:  49 

• Position:  Accountant 

• Office Loc:  Stutterheim  

• (e): accounts@stuttfpa.co.za 

Sarita has been with the GSFPA 
since the very beginning and it is 
largely thanks to her dedication, 
passion and drive that the GSFPA 
is where it is today.    

The extent of her day-to-day 
functions and responsibilities are 
far more than we have space for 
in this column, but in short she 
manages all accounts and 
invoices.  She single handedly 
makes SARS throw in the towel 
after fierce battles that contain 
age restrictions and on top of 
that keeps the accounting firms in 
tight formation.  

Sarita’s love for the community 
and Greater Stutterheim area, 
coupled with her expertise and 
commitment have truly added to 
the solid foundation of the 
GSFPA. 


